
Picture Hint Cards 
 
 

Word and Student Friendly 
Definition 

Non-Linguistic Representation 

 
 
Adversity- problems, misfortune, 
hardships. 

 
 
  

 
http://www.jbsa.mil/News/News/Article/462151/unity-through-a

dversity/ 

 
 
Era- a large time period usually 
identified by a common factor. For 
example: wars, rulers,  economic 
growth, climate… 
 
“According to some historians, the era 

began in A.D. 476 when a German 

chieftain overthrew the last emperor of 

the Western Roman Empire.” 

 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/24013349@N03/4075149838 

 
 
Land holding- Owning land or property.  
 
“Medieval land holdings ranged from 

small estates called manors to huge 

fiefs as big as small countries.”  

 
https://www.flickr.com/photos/124808053@N07/14590809410 



 
 
Fief- a large piece of land that is 
controlled by one person or family.  
 
“Medieval land holdings ranged from 

small estates called manors to huge 

fiefs as big as small countries.”  

 
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Braun_Sion_UBHD.jp

g 

 
 
Allegiance-  loyalty 
 
“Those knights thus became lords of 

their own small manors. But they still 

owed allegiance to the baron. “ 

  
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Flag_of_the_United_States 

 
 
Alliance- a group working together for a 
common outcome.  
 
“Upper-class girls were married off 

early, as a way for powerful families to 

form alliances and build their wealth.”  

 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Working_Together_Te
amwork_Puzzle_Concept.jpg 



 
 
Feudal- a system where landowners 
had peasants working the land for them. 
In exchange the landowner provided 
safety and meager living conditions. 
 
“Most of the people on a feudal manor 

were peasants who spent their lives 

working in the fields.” 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Military_and_religious
_life_in_the_Middle_Ages_and_at_the_period_of_the_Renaiss

ance_(1870)_(14804810133).jpg 

 
 
Politically divided- sharp divisions on 
two extreme political positions.  
 
“Although Europe was politically 

divided in the Middle Ages, daily life 

did not vary greatly from one realm to 

the next.”  
 
 
 

 
https://pixabay.com/en/photos/aversion/ 

 
 
Realm- a kingdom.  
 
“Although Europe was politically 

divided in the Middle Ages, daily life did 

not vary greatly from one realm to the 

next.”  

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Central_balkans_1373
_1395.png 



 
 
Social position- where you fall on the 
social order of the times. Example: King 
vs. peasant. The king has a higher 
social position than a peasant.  
 
“They were born to a certain social 

position and stayed in that position.”  
 

https://pixabay.com/en/silhouettes-hierarchy-human-man-4391
50/ 

 
 
Oversaw- supervise a person’s work.  
 
“She oversaw planting, spinning, 

weaving, and other activities. 

 
 

http://www.barksdale.af.mil/News/Features/Display/Article/322
219/supervisor-of-flying-ensures-aircraft-safety/ 

 
 
Serf- in a feudal system, the not free 
workers of the land.  
 
“A great many of the peasants were 

serfs—that is, they were not free. Serfs 

could not leave their manor to try and 

find a better place.” 
  

 
 

https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Reeve_and_Serfs.jpg 

 
 
 


